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Objective (K-2) Objective (3-5) 

Kindergarten students will be able to… 

 With prompting and support, identify characters, 
settings, and major events in a story (RL K.3) 

 With prompting and support, describe the 
connection between two individuals, events, ideas, 
or pieces of information in a text(RI K.3) 

1st grade students will be able to… 

 Describe characters, settings, and major events in a 
story, using key details (RL 1.3) 

 Describe the connection between two individuals, 
events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text (RI 
1.3) 

 2nd grade students will be able to… 

 Describe how characters in a story respond to major 
events and challenges (RL 2.3) 

 Describe the connection between a series of 
historical events, scientific ideas, or concepts, or 
steps in technical procedures in a text (RI 2.3) 

3rd grade students will be able to… 

 Describe traits, motives, or feelings of characters and 
how their actions contribute to the sequence of events 
based on textual evidence (RL 3.3) 

 Explain events, concepts, ideas in a historical or 
scientific text using language that pertains to time, 
sequence, and cause/effect (RI 3.3) 

4th grade students will be able to… 

 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a 
story based on textual evidence, such as a character’s 
thoughts, words, or actions (RL 4.3) 

 Explain events, concepts, ideas in a historical or 
scientific text, including what happened and why, 
based on textual evidence (RI 4.3) 

5th grade students will be able to… 

 Compare and contrast characters, settings, or events 
based on textual evidence (RL 5.3) 

 Compare relationship between two or more 
individuals, events, or concepts in a historical or 
scientific text, including what happened and why, 
based on textual evidence (RI 5.3) 

Background on Close Reading 

What is “close reading?” 

 Close reading is a strategy that can be used with Reading Street to help students gain a deep understanding of a 
text.  

 Close reading should be done with a short text or excerpt from a text (1-3 paragraphs) that will challenge students 
to stretch their comprehension skills. 

 Close reading includes three separate “reads” of the selected passage during which students will focus on different 
aspects of the text. 

o First Read: Students read through the lens of identifying and comprehending the key facts and details of the 
text (e.g., characters, setting, plot, etc.). 

o Second Read: Students read to find patterns and develop new understandings of the text (e.g., identifying 
theme, word choice patterns, tone, figurative language, etc.).   

o Third Read: Students use the key ideas and patterns they have identified in the first two reads to draw 
conclusions and make inferences based on textual evidence and to make connections to other texts (e.g., 
describing author’s intent/voice based on text evidence, identifying character motives, comparing/contrasting 
with other texts, etc.).  
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Sample Lesson Guidance 

Planning 

 Each day in this lesson, teachers should take students through all three “reads” of the text, gradually releasing 
responsibility to the students each day.  

 Selection of the text—Be sure that the text or excerpt is complex and rich, but short enough for students to 
complete each of the three ‘reads” in the time allotted. Allowing students to complete the process of close reading 
many times with short texts rather than once or twice with longer texts will provide students with more practice to 
develop their skills. 

 First Read—Sample questions include: Who are the main characters? What is their relationship to each other? 
Where and when does the story take place? 

 Second Read—Sample questions include: What is the author telling me about this character, considering the 
literary devices used to describe her? Are there any unknown or important words? What does the author want me 
to understand about the plot? How does the author play with language to add to meaning?   

 Third Read—Sample questions include: How does the main character change from the beginning of the text to the 
end of the text? Why was [insert repetitive phrase here] repeated throughout the text and what effects did this 
repetition have on the meaning of the story? Why did this story include a flashback on [reference page number of 
flashback] and what might have been different if the flashback was not included in the story? 

I Do (Day 2 in RS) 

 The teacher should heavily model close reading strategies during all three “reads” of the text by posing the 
questions listed above and answering them based on textual evidence. Teachers can use the “think-aloud” 
strategy to explain their thought process through each read of the text. 

We Do (Day 3 in RS) 

 Using a new passage (possibly from the same story or text), allow students to begin driving the close reading 
exercise through all three “reads,” correcting students when their contributions or questions might not be leading 
them toward answering the types of questions appropriate for each “read” of the text. 

You Do (Day 4 in RS) 

 Students can independently close read, through all three “reads” of the passage. Teachers may still need to 
provide additional support to students who are struggling with comprehending or analyzing the selected text. 

 Students will begin independently documenting their findings on a T-Chart split into “Facts”, and “Supporting 
Details” during the first read. The T-Chart can be part of the students’ reading and writing journal. Students are 
then provided questions that require them to cite evidence from the text (see sample questions above under the 
“Second Read” and “Third Read” sections). 

 Students then work in pairs to discuss their findings for accuracy based on the question they were assigned. 
Students (in pairs) may also present their findings to the class and document them in the form of post-it notes into 
a classroom T-Chart to be used as an anchor chart. 

Corresponding Texts in Reading Street 

Kindergarten 

 Informational: George Washington Visits, Week 3, 
Day 3 

1st grade 

 Literature: Frog and Toad Together, Unit 3, Week 4 

 Informational: The Class Pet, Unit 3, Week 3 
2nd grade 

 Anansi Goes Fishing, Unit 3, Week 3 

3rd grade 

 Literature: Pushing Up the Sky (drama), Unit 3, Week 2 

 Informational: Around One Cactus, Unit 3, Week 5 
4th grade 

 How Night Came from the Sea, Week 3, Day 2 
5th grade 

 Informational: Mahalia Jackson, Unit 3, Week 4 
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